English II – Sophomore Literature

Course Syllabus

Spearfish High School 

Textbook: Holt McDougal Literature (Grade 10)
Course Overview: One semester of the sophomore year of language arts focuses on literature. During this course, students will be reading, discussing, analyzing, and writing about various literary selections.  Students will study literature through some of the following genres: short fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, and novels. Writing is a part of the study of literature; therefore, students will be writing about the texts they read. The writing they will produce will range from short written responses, journal entries, and literary analyses. In conjunction with the study of literature and writing, students will also develop their vocabulary and grammar skills. Finally, students will set reading goals, broaden their scope of reading independently, and cultivate good reading habits. 

Required Supplies: 

· 3-ring binder or folder
· Loose-leaf paper or a notebook
· Pencils

· Pen

· Highlighters

· Laptop 

· Agenda/daily planner

Grading:

96-100 A

92-95 A-

89-91 B+

86-88 B

83-85 B-

79-82 C+

76-78 C

73-75 C-

69-72 D+

65-68 D

60-64 D-

45%
Daily Work – worksheets, quizzes, short writing assignments, journaling, etc. 

55%
Major Assignments & Assessments – final copies of writing assignments, tests, and other special projects

While there may be an extra credit question on a test or quiz, NO extra credit work will be given outside of regular class assignments. The semester grade will include a semester test that will count as 10% of the final semester grade. 

Late Work: 

All assignments will be given a due date. All assignments will be turned in. Students will be graded on the quality of the work they produce. If you are unable to make the deadline for an assignment make an appointment to discuss the issue with your teacher. Keep track of all assignments in your agenda in order to keep up with the work.  All work must be neat, legible, and in the correct format.  If I cannot read your work, I cannot grade it, and the work will be returned to be redone.  If you are dissatisfied with your performance on an assignment, you are allowed to redo the assignment. Redos and late work will only be accepted within the quarter that the assignment was issued. For example, an assignment from first quarter cannot be handed in or made up second quarter. 
Responsibilities: 

Class will begin as soon as the tardy bell rings, and you are expected to be in your seat by that time.  You should also have all your materials ready by that time.  You have a responsibility to yourself and your classmates to help create a positive classroom setting.  Obscenities or offensive language will not be used or tolerated in the classroom. You are also responsible for keeping the room presentable; this includes picking up trash and refraining from writing on the tables.  Should you receive detention, you must attend.  Extra-curricular practice will not be an excuse to miss detention. The student handbook will be followed in all other matters not addressed here. 

Attendance and Make-Up Work: 

Attendance is very important to this class.  Try and schedule appoints on weekends or after school.  If you know you will be gone, it is your responsibility to get make-up work done in advance.  This particularly pertains to those students involved in school activities which require your absence from school.  When you return it is your responsibility to check with me to see what was done while you were gone. Being tardy to class is unacceptable.  Tardies in excess of 2 minutes will result in loss of points for silent reading. 
Technology: 

Cell phones should not be seen or heard in the classroom.  It is preferred that they are left in a locker or at home.  If you bring your cell phone or other electronic device to class, you will be required to put it in the cell phone basket on the counter. You will pick it up at the end of class.  Should you not put your device in the cell phone basket and it goes off the device will be confiscated. The first time this happens the teacher will keep the device until after school. If it happens again the device will be turned into the office. 
Proper and responsible behavior on the laptops is expected.  You will need your laptop every day. You are not to check email, play games, or visit websites that are unrelated to classroom assignments.  Additionally, should you break any of the rules regarding laptop use verbal warnings will be issued or detention will be assigned.

Moodle
During the course of the year we will be using Moodle. This will be a platform through which you can access assignment materials, submit assignments, and take quizzes.  You will be required to stay update with postings on the website.  

Turnitin
All typed assignments (journal entries, essays, poems, etc.) will be submitted to the website Tunitin. Turnitin Originality Checking allows educators to check student work for improper citation or potential plagiarism by comparing it against continuously updated databases. Every Originality Report provides instructors with the opportunity to teach their students proper citation methods as well as to safeguard their students' academic integrity. Assignments that are handed into the teacher but not submitted to Turnitin will not be graded and will be marked as missing in the gradebook until such time as it has been handed in. 

Assignment Requirements: 
All assignments, whether handwritten or typed should be handed in with the following heading (NOT a header): 

First Name AND Last Name

Class (English II or Block)

Assignment

Date

Most assignments may be done in your choice of pen pencil; however, final copies of papers should be typed.  Any paper or assignment that is typed for this class must follow the following requirements.  The papers must be double-spaced, in 12 point font, Times New Roman, heading (NOT a header) on the LEFT side of the paper, and one-inch margins.  We will review this periodically in class and also discuss how to complete those requirements in Microsoft Word. 

Silent Reading: 
You will set a reading goal every quarter to help develop better reading habits and increase the number of books you read per year. You will also keep track of your reading in a log and present a book talk once during the semester. Finally, you will be encouraged to read different types of books (such as science fiction and nonfiction). The first ten minutes of each class period will be devoted to reading, so you must bring a book (or books) to class every day. You will not be allowed to read magazines or textbooks. 

It is your responsibility to bring a book to class every day. There are not books available to borrow for just one day; however, there are books to check out for an extended period of time. Do not come to class without a book and expect to check one out. Books can only be checked out during Spartan Time. Daily reading will count for a test sgrade.

Vocabulary: 
We will be studying a variety of vocabulary words associated with the literature. At the end of or during the course of each unit there will be quiz over the words.  The quiz will cover both usage and definitions of the words and will count as a daily grade. 

Grammar: 
Throughout the semester you will be given mini lessons on various aspects of grammar. The lessons will be developed and tailored to what problems your teacher witnesses in your writing. Each lesson will consist of an overview of the topic, practice exercises, and a quiz. These will be daily grades. 
